4™ January 2026. Epiphany

Prayer for today: O God, who by the leading of a star manifested
your only Son to the peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we,
who know you now by faith, may at last behold your glory face to
face; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Among those who are sick we pray for John Gibson, Will Sadler,
Brenda Clark, Sue Hanning, Elizabeth Wood, Nigel Baty-Symes ,
Andrew McKendrick, Graeme Common , Kate Marris, Maureen
Stevens, Prue and Nancy, Ned Ryan, Daniel Bosman, Suzie Dent,
Nick Cook, Christina Baldwin, Lorraine Dodd, Kathleen Lee, Carol
McKendrick, Stuart Bell, Maggie Bennett, Elizabeth Sambell, and
Heather Loughead.

Among those who have died we remember Thomas Common, and
also Clarence White, Margaret Nieuwland, James White, Fred
Howden and David Lamb, whose year’s mind is about this time.

The funeral for Thomas Common will take place at Whitley Chapel
on Monday 12" January at 1 p.m.

Readings:
Isaiah 60:1-6

‘Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth

and thick darkness is over the peoples,

but the Lord rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 “Lift up your eyes and look about you:
all assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the hip.
5 Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
6 Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the Lord.

Verses from Psalm 72

Endow the king with your justice, O God,
the royal son with your righteousness.

2 May he judge your people in righteousness,
your afflicted ones with justice.

3 May the mountains bring prosperity to the people,
the hills the fruit of righteousness.

4 May he defend the afflicted among the people
and save the children of the needy;
may he crush the oppressor.

5 May he endure as long as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all generations.

® May he be like rain falling on a mown field,



like showers watering the earth.
71In his days may the righteous flourish
and prosperity abound till the moon is no more.
May the kings of Sheba and Seba
present him with gifts.
'May all kings bow down to him
and all nations serve him.
12 For he will deliver the needy who cry out,
the afflicted who have no one to help.
13 He will take pity on the weak and the needy
and save the needy from death.
14 He will rescue them from oppression and violence,
for precious is their blood in his sight.

Matthew 2: 1-12

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, ‘Where is
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when
it rose and have come to worship him.’

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. # When he had called together all the people’s chief priests
and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be
born.  ‘In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, ‘for this is what the
prophet has written:

6 <“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.””

" Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, ‘Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.’

? After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. 1 When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. ' On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. 2 And having been warned in a dream not
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.



