
A MEETING OF HEXHAMSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL
THURSDAY 9th JULY 2026 AT 7.30 PM IN THE MALCOLM CAISLEY MEETING ROOM, WHITLEY CHAPEL PARISH HALL

Minutes

1. Councillors present: Marge Rastall (Chair), Nicki Matthews, John Austin, Lauren Kristenson, Kirsten Johnson (Clerk)
2. Apologies for absence: David Flatman, Roger Rutherford, Gill Whatmough, Colin Horncastle
3. Declarations of Interest: none were received
4. Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council held on Thursday 11th June 2026: The minutes were approved. 
5. Matters Arising
5.1 Update B4RN support in the Parish –  B4RN meeting 8th July updated that 75% of the wayleaves for Phase 1 are now signed. Phase 1 can now progress, though additional households can still join. Fundraising is now taking place as the Government grant covers 70% of the costs. Individuals can purchase shares from £100 - £100,000 and generates 5% interest. For those investing over £1500, there are deals with reduced cost broadband too. Conversations are ongoing about where the cabinet will be located as there is insufficient space at the Parish Hall. Locating the cabinet alongside the Parish noticeboard was discussed as it was accessible and centrally located. Nicki to take this suggestion to the B4RN team. 
5.2 Activity at Rushwood: Alex Campbell has been in communication with the owner who is providing the evidence of Northern Powergrid’s tree work. 
5.3 Field outside Ordley Village: Alex Campbell reported the owner has 28 days to comply and that period concludes 10.07.2026. Kirsten to follow up after 28 days has elapsed.  
5.4 Verge cutting: This was completed in stages. Some of the work was contracted out so it is helpful for us to inform the Northumberland County Council Highways team if cutting is not full competed. 
6. Public participation: None
7. Matters for Discussion with the Unitary Councillor: No updates received.
8. Correspondence 
8.1 Declaration of Councillors Interests – a form has been circulated for Councillors to complete and return to the Clerk so we can send a complete update to Northumberland County Council
9. Finance –
9.1 Monthly Update – no action required
9.2 Invoice for the Annual Inspection of the Playpark - £115.80 for inspection services, all agreed to pay. 
9.3 Xero price increase – the service is increasing to £18 per month 
10. Planning Applications
10.1 26/02234/FUL Conversion of a garage at Dotland Grange – all support this application
10.2 26/01646/FUL Dormer Window at High Raw Green – this has been approved
10.3 26/01757/COU Bewers Cottage Leafields - Permission to change from holiday to permanent residence – all support this
10.4 Planning at Lilswood, Kirsten to follow up on whether planning requirements have been complied with. 
11. Highways, Footpaths and BOATS – Footpath to Rawgreen is overgrown and difficult to pass. The problem has already been reported to the Public Right of Way officer. 
11.1 Signs requesting traffic to give 2 metres when passing horses are to be requested from Northumberland County Council. To be placed at about 6 locations including one beside the church, one further along the road, perhaps near Renny's Barn, and other relevant/suitable locations.
12. Reports: 
12.1 Wetlands  - no new update. Kirsten to check whether the Tyne Rivers Trust camera is yet operational. 
12.2 Hall – no new update
12.3 School – no new update
12.4 Dukesfield Arches – no new update
12.5 Sportsfield / Play Area – the clear up after the bonfire has not been completed. 
12.5.1 ShirePlay Inspection Report – Some of the recommendations include work which Rick was undertaking. Nicki will undertake a walk over to compare the report and the invoice for Rick’s work. Nicki will check the moderate risk categories to decide if any action is required.
13. A.O.B. 
Meeting closed at 20:26
Date of next meeting: Thursday 10th September
